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Report Date : June 9, 2008 at 17:40 AM
NHTSA Action Number : PE080O36

NHTSA Action Number : PE08036 NHTSA Recall Campaign Number : N/A
Make f Models : Model/Build Years:
DILL-ACP / TR-413 (TIRE VALVE) 9999
DILL-ACP / TR-414 (TIRE VALVE) 9999
DILL-ACP / TR-418 (TIRE VALVE) 9999
Manufacturer : DILL AIR CONTROLS PRODUCTS
Component :
TIRES:VALVE

Date Investigation Opened : May 15, 2008
Date Investigation Closed : Open
Summary:

ON APRIL 30, 2008, DILL AIR CONTROL PRODUCTS (DILL) MET WITH ODI TO DISCUSS A POTENTIAL DEFECT
IN SOME OF THE SNAP-IN TIRE VALVES MANUFACTURED FOR DILL BY TOPSEAL, A SUBSIDIARY OF THE
SHANGHAI BAOLONG AUTOMOTIVE CORPORATION. DILL DESCRIBED A PROBLEM WITH VALVES LEAKING
FROM CRACKS DUE TO APPARENT OZONE EXPOSURE AND INDICATED THAT EARLY INVESTIGATION HAD
TRACED THE CONCERN TO A FIVE MONTH MANUFACTURING PERIOD IN 2006. DILL ALSO INDICATED THATIT
HAD RECENTLY BEEN SERVED WITH A LAWSUIT ALLEGING THAT AIR LEAKAGE FROM A CRACKED VALVE
INSTALLED IN SEPTEMBER 2006 IN THE RIGHT REAR WHEEL OF A MODEL YEAR 19988 FORD EXPLORER
RESULTED IN A FATAL ROLLOVER CRASH IN NOVEMBER 2007. ON MAY 2, 2008, DILL ISSUED AN ADVISORY TO
IT'S NORTH AMERICAN CUSTOMERS IN THE TIRE RETAIL INDUSTRY DESCRIBING POTENTIAL CONCERNS WITH
QZONE RESISTANCE IN TR 413, TR 413 CHROME, TR 414 AND TR 418 DILL ACP VALVE STEMS MANUFACTURED
FROM JULY 2008 THROUGH NOVEMBER 2006. DILL INDICATED THAT THE SUSPECT VALVES WERE SHIPPED TO
NORTH AMERICAN CUSTOMERS FROM AUGUST 2006 TO FEBRUARY 2007, ACCORDING TO THE BULLETIN,
DILL'S ANALYSIS OF TIRE VALVES RETURNED FROM THE FIELD IDENTIFIED PROBLEMS WITH SURFACE
CRACKS ON THE OUTSIDE OF THE RUBBER NEAR THE RIM HOLE AND THAT INITIAL INVESTIGATION
CENTERED ON OZONE EXPOSURE. DILL HAS ADVISED ODI THAT APPROXIMATELY 30 MILLION VALVES WERE
MANUFACTURED DURING THE SUSPECT MANUFACTURING RANGE. DILL'S BULLETIN REQUESTS THAT ITS
CUSTOMERS INSPECT LOT NUMBERS OF STOCK AT ALL LEVELS OF DISTRIBUTION AND RETURN ALL
PRODUCT MANUFACTURED IN 2008 (LOT NUMBERS STARTING IN 08). THE BULLETIN ALSO RECOMMENDS
THAT RETAILERS INSPECT ALL VALVE STEMS INSTALLED FROM SEPTEMBER 2006 THROUGH JUNE 2007 AS
CUSTOMERS RETURN TO TIRE STORES FOR REGULAR SERVICE. A PRELIMINARY EVALUATION HAS BEEN
OPENED TO ASSESS THE SCOPE, FREQUENCY AND SAFETY CONSEQUENCES OF THE ALLEGED DEFECT,
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